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Malaysian society faces an uncertain future. The Malay- and Islam-centric UMNO party dominated Malaysia’s political scene
from independence. It followed policies that favoured ethnic Malays, but enriched a small proportion of them at the expense of
everyone else. The gap between rich and poor increased as a result. At the same time, minorities felt frustrated with the
discrimination and government corruption. UMNO was defeated in the 2018 elections, and its corrupt leader put in jail. This,
along with the 2022 election, signalled a new era in politics in Malaysia. Pray for the leaders, who must seek to hold the country
together in ways that satisfy both moderate and conservative Muslims, as well as the sizeable and diverse minorities.
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Pray for the less evangelized. The Malaysian Church has the resources and cultural knowledge to reach them, but it also needs
the courage and commitment. The Malays are one of the world’s largest unreached groups. Some now worship in house groups
and multi-ethnic churches, but no public congregation of ethnic Malays exists. The Orang Asli of Peninsular Malaysia (PM) are
original inhabitants of the Malaysian peninsula. The Malay-dominated government considers them Muslim, but most practise
animism. 8 of the 19 groups have no churches or believers.

MORE INFORMATION

1. Get all of this content and daily notifications in our free mobile app. Download here »

2. Sign up for a daily e-mail that gets you the featured prayer point of the day straight to your inbox.

3. This content is a curated selection of points from our book, Operation World. Find out more about it and all the rest
of Our Publications »

Content taken or adapted from Operation World, 7th Edition (2010) and Pray for the World (2015). Both books are published by InterVarsity Press. All
rights reserved.

KEY STATS

Continent: Asia

Capital: Kuala Lumpur
Population: 34,671,895
% Urban: 77.7%
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Population Under 15 Yrs:
Official Language:
Languages:

Literacy Rate:

Life Expectancy:

HDI Ranking:

% Christian:

% Evangelical:

Largest Religion:

% Largest Religion:

People Groups:

Least Reached People Groups:

% Unevangelized:

Persecution Ranking:

23.7%
Malay
145

93 %
74.9 yrs (92/236)
62/189
9.4 %
43%
Muslim
62.6 %
182

77

43 %

43/50
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